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Three Gripp Grants Awarded from the 
District 39 Educational Foundation
Three Gripp Grants totaling $15,033 were awarded to 20 teachers, library professionals, and 
administrators, positively impacting every student in the District by addressing needs encompassing 
those resulting from the global COVID-19 pandemic.  

One Book, One District
Madeline Elman, 2nd grade teacher (Romona), 
along with library professionals Linda 
Diekman (Central), Lynn Mestanas (Harper),  
Kate Johnston-Legg (McKenzie), Elizabeth 
Ceisel (HMS), Daphna Neirick (WJHS), as well 
as Kate O’Brien, 2nd grade teacher (Central) 
and Rebecca Littman, Principal (Central), 
received a grant to fund One Book, One 
District, which was co-funded by each of 
the district school's PTAs' and PTOs'.  The 
program, which took place in May 2021, 
connected all schools and students in District 
39 through one common book.  The book, 
Outside, Inside by LeUyen Pham, addresses 
how much the outside world has changed 
because of the pandemic, but what is inside 
our homes and inside our hearts has grown.  
The goal of the program was to unite all 
students in the District through a shared story 
and supporting activities, including a virtual 
author visit which occurred May 4th, access 
to the physical book as well as E-books, 
and an innovative story walk at each of the 
six schools.  The outdoor story walk made 
the book safely accessible to all members 
of our district and community.  Additional 
classroom activities were available to teachers 
to further explore the concepts of the book 
including writing activities, SEL activities, and 
philanthropic activities.

Innovative Learning through  
Apple Pencils
Dr. Cheri Bridge, Technology Integration 
Specialist (WJHS), Stephanie Rubenstein 
(WJHS), 8th grade math teacher, Jill Forti, 
Technology Integration Specialist (WJHS), and 
Nicole Peters, LBS (WJHS), received a grant 
to fund Innovative Learning through Apple 
Pencils.  After piloting the learning tools 
in the WJHS Math Department this fall, the 
team felt every classroom could be improved 
through the use of the smart tool which 
connects at-home learners with  

in-person learners seamlessly and effectively.  
The Apple Pencil also enhances teaching 
and learning in multiple ways now and will 
continue to inspire learning into the future.  
The grant includes the purchase of Apple 
Pencils to equip every teacher and specialist 
at the Junior High, as well as provide 
professional development to optimize the 
smart tools' use in each classroom. Rollout 
of the program occurred during Spring 2021, 
with ongoing professional development 
occurring as needed over the summer 
months.

Romona Mud Cafe
Kristin Johnson, EC LBS, and her fellow 
Romona colleagues including Elizabeth Foley, 
EC LBS, Stacy Levine, Kindergarten teacher, 
Kristen Olsen, Comprehensive LBS, Stephanie 
Boron, EC SLP, Cindy Anderson, Principal, Lisa 
Anderson, Assistant Principal, and Amanda 
Barton, EC Coordinator, received a grant to 
fund the Romona Mud Cafe, an all-seasons 
outdoor classroom which is used by the 
District’s Early Childhood program, as well 
as Romona Elementary students in grades 
K-2.  The wooden structure takes the form of 
a cafe including a “mud kitchen”, dining area, 
and work table, with the goal of providing 
space that allows a year-round, nature-rich 
environment to learn through play-based, 
imaginative, and collaborative experiences.  
In addition, the space can be used for 
curriculum based lessons and is universally 
accessible to the community of students at 
Romona.  The structure was completed in late 
winter 2021 and students enjoyed the Mud 
Cafe through the remainder of the year, which 
allowed for safe, outdoor activity, compliant 
with COVID-19 mitigation efforts.  

Gripp Grant Deadlines
Fall Deadline – October 29, 2021
Spring Deadline – March 4, 2022

LAB39
LAB39 is excited to offer after-school STEM 
enrichment classes again this year. Open to 
all HMS and WJHS students, this eight-week 
session of classes, taught by volunteer experts 
from our community will start after Thanksgiving 
Break. Past topics have included Aerodynamics, 
Circuit City, Disease Detectives, and Sports 
Physiology. We are excited to see this year’s 
offerings and know the kids will enjoy exploring  
a variety of STEM subjects. Class registration  
to start in late October!

The foundation’s Appreciation Certificates 
program is for gifts of $39 in honor of a D39 teacher, 
staff, or administrator. Recipients receive a certificate 
and are recognized on the Wall of Honor. Our D39 
community purchased over 200 certificates, raising 
about $8,000 to support the foundation’s Gripp 
Grant program. This year was a record year for 
Appreciation Certificates, reflecting how appreciative 
our community is for District 39 personnel. Thank you 
to all D39 teachers, staff, and administrators for your 
dedication this year!
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From the Chair
What a year the 2020-2021 school year turned out to be! 
From remote classrooms and hybrid learning to a full time 
in-person option ultimately offered to all students in late 
spring. Tremendous support from the community and from 
the Foundation’s talented 32 Trustees allowed us to have a 
successful year, despite the chaos of the pandemic. 

Due to state wide restrictions on in person gatherings, we had to cancel all  
in-person fundraisers and the LAB39 science enrichment classes. The cancellation 
of our in person “Attire to Inspire” Fashion Show, Movie Night, Pub Crawl and 
Trivia Night severely restricted our fundraising potential. Not surprisingly, we did 
not meet our fundraising goals this past year. However, with the generosity of 
our Trustees and community supporters, our Annual Appeal raised over $14,000 
exceeding our expectations. 

Thanks to the talent, ingenuity and perseverance of our Event Planning 
Committee, we pulled off two virtual fundraisers. Family Bingo Night was very 
successful providing a fun and enjoyable night for everyone. Traditionally, the 
in-person event sells out but the virtual format allowed all who were interested to 
participate, resulting in 150 families attending the event from the comfort of their 
homes. Family Trivia Night also looked a lot different from our annual adults-only 
event; however, fifty eight teams enjoyed a competitive night of trivia, while also 
bonding with their family and friends. 

Three Gripp Grants were awarded this school year totaling over $15,000 and 
benefitting all six District 39 Schools. Additionally, through the use of the  
Sam Mikaelian Community Arts Fund, “The Silver Lining Project: Celebrating 
the Unexpected and Rewarding Moments During COVID-19” was successfully 
launched. We received over 150 submissions from students and staff 
commemorating the positive to come out of the Covid 19 pandemic.

In Fall 2020, the Foundation gifted $3,000 to help District 39 build a dedicated 
e-book library for use exclusively by students at all six schools after the schools’ 
brick-and-mortar libraries closed as a COVID-19 precaution. Finally, the 
Foundation remains committed to using the Ray of Light Fund, in collaboration 
with Highcrest Middle School and Wilmette Junior High School, to bring the “We 
All Live Here” program to our 5-8th graders. This project was put on hold, just as 
it was getting started in March 2020, but we hope it can resume in the 2021-2022 
school year.

It has been an honor and pleasure to work with such an amazing Board of Trustees 
and supportive District 39 community. I can not believe all that we were able to 
accomplish exclusively through remote means. All of our Trustees’ dedication, 
enthusiasm and creativity helped the Foundation have a successful year in the face 
of unimaginable challenges caused by the pandemic. On behalf of the District 39 
Educational Foundation, I want to thank our entire District 39 community and our 
partners for all of the support and generosity given this year.

Sincerely,
Monica Grubbs, 
Chair 2020-2021
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The Silver 
Lining Project:
Celebrating the  
Unexpected &  
Rewarding Moments  
during COVID-19 

2020-21 is a school year we will not soon forget.  
We slowed down, refocused our perspective, and 
changed the way we live, learn, and interact with  
others. But from every cloud comes a silver lining. 

COVID-19 inspired us to explore new talents, try  
new things, and develop deeper connections with 
family and community.

In the spring of 2021, the D39 Educational Foundation 
reached out to students and families and asked "What 
is your Silver Lining?" The goal was to find and share 
the positive moments amongst the unknown of  
(continued on page 3)
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Public Support and Revenues Unrestricted     Restricted TOTAL

CONTRIBUTIONS  

PTA/PTO Contributions  $1,800  $1,800 

Sponsorship Income  $1,000 $1,000

Appreciation Certificates $7,967  $7,967

Ray of Light Fund -- $268 $268

SAM Fine Arts Fund -- $5,000 $5,000

FUNDRAISING*

Annual Appeal  $14,865  $14,865

Movie Event  --  --

Wilmette Holiday Shopping Event $593 $ 593

Fashion Show $2,000 $2,000

Trivia Night $2,696 $2,696

Bingo Night $6,460 $6,460

PROGRAM REVENUE*

LAB39 --  --

INTEREST AND AMAZON SMILE $151  $151

TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT & REVENUE $37,532 $5,268  $42,800 

EXPENDITURES

Administrative  $12,659 $12,659

Marketing $1,429 $1,429

Fundraising

Annual Appeal -- --

COMMUNITY EVENTS    

Movie Event -- --

Fashion Show -- --

Bingo Night $178 $178

MAKING AN IMPACT    

Fine Arts** -- $684 $684

LAB39 --  --

Special Gifts*** $3,185 $3,185

Gripp Grants**** $20,277 $20,277

TOTAL EXPENDITURES  $37,728 $684 $38,412

Change in Net Assets $(196) $4,584 $4,388

Net Assets End of FY 2020 $106,966 $10,364 $117,330

NET ASSETS END OF FY 2021  $106,770  $14,948  $121,718 

62%
FUNDRAISING

37%
CONTRIBUTIONS 

REVENUE SOURCES:

63%
MAKING AN IMPACT

33%
ADMINISTRATIVE 

EXPENDITURES:

4%
MARKETING 

COVID-19. We received over 150 submissions of artwork, 
photographs, and poems and compiled them  
into an inspirational photo book and uplifting video link.  
A true silver lining of the past year! 

Silver Lining Project books are available to view at all  
six D39 schools, the Mikaelian Education Center, and  
the Wilmette Historical Society. 

B-I-N-G-O  
Our seventh annual Family Bingo Night took place on 
Saturday, February 6th, 2021. Sponsored by North Shore 
Community Bank, the event looked a little different this 
year as it was the Foundation’s first ever virtual event.  
We had close to 150 families competing over Zoom,  
raising more than $6,000 for our Gripp Grant Program. 
Competitors earned gift certificates and gift cards from  
local Wilmette restaurants, as well as cash prizes, while 
enjoying food from J.P. McCarthy’s Pizza and Grill.  

Our ninth annual Trivia Night was held on April 17, 2021.  
A total of 70 tickets were sold and 58 teams competed  
live on Sporcle through multiple rounds of trivia spanning 
various topics involving point wagering and strategy. New 
this year were food and wine packages from La Cocinita,  
J.P McCarthy’s Pizza and Grill, and The Bottle Shop. 
Participants competed for gift certificates from local 
Wilmette restaurants, as well as a summer fun basket  
(valued at $500). Proceeds from the event raised over  
$2,600 for our Gripp Grant program.
 

Attire to Inspire Fashion Show
While we were unable to hold our annual Attire to Inspire 
Fashion Show, the Foundation partnered with Plaza del  
Lago, to host an outdoor fashion show on September 17, 
2021. More than 70 guests dined al fresco at Convito Café 
while models (including the Foundation’s own Trustees) 
showcased the latest fall apparel and accessories from  
Plaza del Lago shops. The fashion show raised over  
$2,000 for the Foundation.

Pages from the The Silver Lining Book 

Trivia Night
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    *Fundraising Events and Programming Events were adjusted b/c of Covid         ***Special Gift to D39 for Sora Ebooks to support remote learning.    
  **Silver Lining Project.                                                                                           ****Prior year and current year Gripp Grants.
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CORPORATE
AbbVie Inc. 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Bank of America 

BMO Financial Group 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Exihibit, Mari-Rose McManus 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

J.P. McCarthy's Pizza & Grill 

La Cocinita Food Truck

Lambrecht’s Jewelers, Inc. 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

LinkedIn

North Shore Community 
Bank 
GOLD SPONSOR

Pescadero & Napolita

Retail Properties of America, 
Inc. 
PLATINUM SPONSOR

Torino Ramen

UBS

Valley Lodge Tavern

YogaSix Wilmette 

SCHOOL 
ORGANIZATIONS
Central School PTA

Harper School PTO

Harper PTO 
IN HONOR OF: NANCY GRAND,  

DONNA TRIPICCHIO, JOANNA 

TOPOLINSKI, KATY KENNEDY

Highcrest Middle School PTO

Romona School PTA 

INDIVIDUALS 

A                                                                                                    
Evgeniya & James Abbott

Stephanie Adam

Julie and Carlin Adrianopoli

The Anscomb Family

Karen Arnold-Hammond

The Arnold-Norton Family

B                                                                                                    
Lydia Ballenger

Elizabeth Bart

The Beard Family

The Beitel Family 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Michael Berube

Jeff Boyd and Sarah O’Brien

Casey Brown

Liesel and Chris Brown 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Barbara Bruno & Steven 
Harris

C                                                                                                    
Caryn & Craig Caffarelli

Sophie & Jeff Candido

The Cesaretti Family 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Xiu Chen

Peter & Hedy Ciocci

Elizabeth Clarke

The Clifton Family (Cecily 
Clifton)

Toby & Michele Coffey

Peter and Brooke Conkey

Giselle Cotait

The Cowan Family

Chip & Kerrie Crawford

D
Patricia Danielak

The Darmstadter Family

The D’Auria Family

Julie Dix

Amanda Doblin

Amy Dodrill

Mindie & Alan Dolinko

Peter Douglass 
SILVER

Katie Dunlop

E                                                                                                  
Dr. John D. Edwards

F                                                                                                   
Paul Farrell & Elaine Virant

Jason & Karen Fischer 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

The Fisher Family

Jacquie Foley

Mary Fratini

Brooke Freed 

G                                                                                                  
Mei Mei Gaetz

David Galantowicz

Megan & Kyle Gemp

The Gerster Family

The Gertz Family

Karin and Chetan Ghai

Mya Giang

Denise Gibson 

Vern & Shelia Gideon

Aaron Goldman

Shari & Daniel Gottlieb

The Gouss Family

Matthew Grinman

Charles & Jill Gross

Monica Grubbs  
& Steve Nachtwey 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Abhinav Gupta

Peter & Lynn Gutzmer

H                                                                                                    
John & Dana Hagenah 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

David & Carrie Hamm

Julie & Michael Hanahan 

FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

The Harper Family

The Hebbeler Family

Mark & Annie Heffron

Tracy Heilman & Ray Macika 

Laura Hess

Shannon Hiltabrand

The Hinchcliffe Family

The Holcomb Family 

Judith Homer

Lynn Hornig

Nathan Houde

Liping Hu

The Hubbards Family

I                                                                                                  
Meredith Ilg and Donald 
Schwartz

J                                                                                                    
Tanya Jeong

The Jing Family

Jennifer Jobrack

Cam and Linnea Johnson

Matt & Rebecca Johnson

Vinu Joseph

K                                                                                                    
Michael Karrys

Ellen and Tom Kenemore

The Kim Family

The Koch Family

James Kolovos & Anne Miller

Suzanne Krakover

The Kropp Family

Nita Kulkarni & Iqbal Brainch 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

L                                                                                                    
The Lapidus Family

The Larkin Family 

MANY THANKS TO OUR 2020-21 FOUNDATION DONORS
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Ray Lechner 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

The Lele Family

Rebecca & Michael Lieber 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

The Liker Family

The Lim Family

Lauren Litchfield

M                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Katharine Madden

Ivan Mariduena

The Maute Family

Heidi Mayer

Joe, Kristina, Dalia, and  
Brokefoot McGann 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Linda & Mike McKenzie

Dana & Chris McLaughlin

Erin McShane Smith

William Melsheimer 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Jonathan Menefee

Jessica Meyers

Sam Mikaelian 
GOLD

Matthew Mish

Anne Miskella

Jennifer and Jason Morhart

Jessica Moskowitz

N                                                                                                    
John Nash

Kimberly Newman

Courtney Noble

Daniel Novak 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

William Novomisle

O                                                                                                  
Daniel & Shelly O’Brien 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Kristie and Sean O’Neill 
BRONZE

P                                                                                                    
Amy Paller and Etahn M. 
Cohen

Ashley Palm

The Parks Family

The Peters Family 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Mehmet Pinarci

Igor Polonsky & Anita Lisenko

Chris & Terry Porter

Dimitri and Emily Poulios

Catherine Pratt

Melissa & Mark Pundsack

Q                                                                                                    
Gary Qu

R                                                                                                    
John H. Ray 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Steven Reich

Seth and Meg Reinick

The Richards Family

Mike & Shannon Richardson

Esther Ro

Colin Rogers 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

The Rosenberg Family

Kevin Ross

Jayanth & Deepti Roy

S                                                                                                    
Deanna Salerno

Raana & Emir Saric

Alice Schaff

Nancy Schumacher

Emily Schwulst

Ellen and Allen Sered

The Shedivy Family 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Irina Shepel

The Sheperd Family 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Kim Simon

Melinda & Alan Skiles

The Smith-Bartholomew 
Family

The Snyder Family

The Souers Family

The Steindler Family

Erin Stone

Aaron & Anne Stumpf

Ling Su

Susan Sucu

Blanka Svobodova

T                                                                                                    
Tuan Trieu

V                                                                                                    
Marnie Van der Voort

Deepak Verma 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION 

Amanda Viano

W                                                                                                   
Andrea and Dan Wald

Jamie Weiner

Michael Weinreich 
IN MEMORY OF OLIVE NELSON

Robert J. & Amy G. Weller

Laura & Krist Werling 
FRIEND OF THE FOUNDATION

Wendy and Stuart Witzel

Melinda Wold

Y                                                                                                    
The Yasohama’s

Z                                                                                                    
Janice Zach

Yilin Zhang

MANY THANKS TO OUR 2020-21 FOUNDATION DONORS


